
 
 
 
 
 

 As we welcome in a new semester at Milliken Mills H.S., 
there is positive news concerning student safety we would 
like to share with our students and their families.  Effec-
tive February 1st, 2010, the Ontario Government has 
changed the Education Act with Bill 157, the Keeping 
Our Kids Safe at School Act.   
 
Bill 157 requires that disrespectful and unacceptable be-
havior among students is appropriately responded to by 
every staff member who works directly with students – 
not just teachers or vice-principals.  This is called a “Duty 
to Respond.”   
 
Bill 157 also requires that all serious incidents that occur 
at school are properly reported by staff to the Principal in 
writing - following a standardized procedure.  This is 
called a “Duty to Report”.  As of February 1st, when staff 
come to know of highly negative or dangerous behavior 
that could result in suspension or expulsion, they must by 
law report it to school administration. 
 
Parents of victims must be notified of the harm that has 
occurred.  Special exceptions where the victim’s parents 
are not informed can be made if the student lets the school 
know that significant harm will result if the situation is 
shared with their family.  Students in this situation will 
receive confidential support from relevant community 
agencies. 
 
While the names of perpetrators may not be given to par-
ents of the victims by the school, for the first time the 
consequences given to the students who have caused 
harm must now be shared.  Also, parents must be told of 
supports for victims of serious incidents, and must have a 
process in which to complain about the adequacy of sup-
ports should they need to.  
 
More information is available on the Ministry of Educa-
tion’s website:  www.edu.gov.on.ca.  When students 
thoughtfully and respectfully interact with each other, 
Milliken Mills H.S. maintains its reputation as a positive 
place to learn.   
 
All the best for Semester Two. 
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Up-Coming Dates 
Feb 15    —    Family Day (no school) 
Feb 17    —    Photo Re-take day 
Mar 10   —    Locker Clean Out 
Mar 11   —    Interim Reports 
Mar 11   —    Spring dance (after school)  
Mar 15 -19 -  Mid-Winter Break         
Mar 24   —    Parent - Teacher Interviews (6:30 - 8:30) 
Apr 2     —    Good Friday (no school) 
Apr 5     —    Easter Monday (no school) 
Apr 12 - 16 – Spirit Week 
Apr 16   —    Last day of Careers/Civics (Term 3) 
Apr 19   —    First day of Careers/Civics (Term 4) 
Apr 22   —    Earth Day 
Apr 27   —    Report Cards 
Apr 28   —    Read-a-thon in library (9:00 am- 3:30 pm) 
Apr 30   —    Milliken Idol 
May 17  —    School Council 6:30 pm 

Literacy at Milliken 
The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is 
fast approaching. Students who are eligible to write the 
OSSLT will be taking the test on Thursday, April 8th, 
2010. Students will be informed of their eligibility by  
letter. 
Teachers are helping to improve students’ literacy skills 
and prepare them for the OSSLT in the following ways: 
 
• Teachers are continuing to incorporate literacy skills in 

all subject areas. 
• Students complete literacy activities that are modelled 

on the OSSLT and are provided with feedback from 
their classroom teachers/literacy teacher. 

• Free after-school literacy courses - a new course will 
begin the week of February 22nd.  Students can pick 
up registration forms from the front office or from Ms 
Greenglass in Room 206. 

• Students struggling with literacy will be receiving indi-
vidual/small group instruction with the literacy teacher 
to identify areas of need and develop strategies to im-
prove their reading and writing skills 

• Parents and students can access an OSSLT Moodle (on-
line classroom) at http://moodle.yrdsb.ca/ for independ-
ent reading and writing practice.  When prompted for 
the enrolment key please type:  iamliteracy 



GEOGRAPHY NEWS 
It’s official; the Environmental Club Green Inc. at Milliken 
Mills High School in Markham is well on their way to working 
towards becoming an Eco school.  We’ve input all the data of 
what we are currently doing in the school.  Now it’s time to 
decide what we’re going to change for the better. 
Amongst the things that will be changing, will be a grant to 
‘green’ our property and naturalize our grounds.  $1000 was 
awarded to our school from Metro Stores EcoGrant.  The 
money will be towards the planting of bushes and flowers 
around various trees in the front to help prevent them from bi-
cycle damage.  Mark Watkin, in charge of the club accepted the 
grant with Principal Reid Wilshire.   “We are all so proud of 
our students for volunteering and wanting to do this for our 
school.  It just goes to show how great our community is,” says 
Mr. Wilshire. 
We look forward to seeing the results of Green Inc. in the 
spring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From left to right:  Jim Brant (store manager), Mark Watkin, 
Reid Wilshire accepting the EcoSchool Grant. 

French Department News 

Quelle excursion intéressante! 
Mid November the combined grade 11/12 classe de français 
with Monsieur Thomas took "un voyage" à Toronto  to the 
Théâtre Français de Toronto to see Les Zurbains- a play written 
en français by students for students about urban living in vari-
ous centres: Montréal, Toronto and smaller francophone areas.  
The sceanrios were excellently exectued by a very talented act-
ing troupe from Montréal and we all enjoyed the entertainment.  
Following the play we headed to Place Saint Laurent (a com-
pletey French retirement home) to interview the residents 
whose origins are very international in the francophone 
world:  Africa, France, Lebanon, Québec, New Brunswick, 
Manitoba and northern Ontario. Each student was paired with a 
resident and conducted biographical interviews (completely en 
français) about their partner and then presented these very inter-
esting stories to the class upon their return to M.M.H.S. Both 
the residents and students thoroughly enjoyed the experiences. 
We then headed to the Quartier Distillery (Distillery District) 
for a tour (en français) of the older Toronto buildings and the 
boutiques, shops and art galleries. 
Les classes along with Monsieur Thomas and Senora 
Pereira ended the busy day with a relaxing "déjeuner" (lunch) at 
the restaurant Le Papillon where we enjoyed their classic crêpes 
and gâteau chommeur. Délicieux! Quelle journée formidable! 

 
International High School in Korea 

 
YRDSB secondary students are invited to participate in a 
unique exchange experience with a prestigious international 
high school in Busan, Korea.  The Busan International High 
School has a built a reputation for excellence as one of Korea’s 
most illustrious high schools. 
Exchange dates: 
YRDSB students to Busan – April 1 to 17 
Busan students to YRDSB – May 1 to 17 
An information session for students and parents will take place: 
Tuesday February 9, 2010 
Richmond Hill H.S. Cafeteria 
7:00 to 8:30 pm 
For more information, visit this web page: 
http://www.yrlc.on.ca/yrdsb/korean-exchange.html 

 
MMHS Cross Country Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the MMHS Cross Country Team take a breather at 
OFSAA. Amazing job!  The 2009-2010 Team was coached Ms. 
Williams with pride.  


